


PONDER.ER is the brainchild of creative duo Alex Po and Derek Cheng. 
The pair met whilst studying at the prestigious Central Saint Martins 
in London, with both BA collections being selected to showcase at the 
Press Show. Po then went on to further sharpen his skills and vision 
at the Royal College of Art specialising in Men’s knitwear.

With a common interest in exploring the world of Menswear through 
an alternative approach, the creative partnership was formed in 2019 
with the intention of challenging gender stereotypes and raising       
questions against social norms. PONDER.ER, a gender fluid label was 
born to expand and reinterpret the contemporary Men’s wardrobe 
through dissecting and reconstructing ideas inspired by traditional 
Menswear, found objects and everyday experiences in urban cities. 



DESIGNER PROFILE 

Alex Po graduated from Central Saint Martins in 2016. His BA collection, 
inspired by the 1930s Men’s swimsuits and the 1970s Men’s disco suits 
won the Alcantara Sponsorship Award and was showcased at the annual 
Press Show. While studying Po interned at Simone Rocha, Charlie Allen 
Bespoke and Christian Wijnants. Upon his graduation, Po continued his 
studies at the Royal College of Art specialising in knitwear, challenging 
the different possibilities of combining Menswear with knit. He was cho-
sen to work with Botto Giuseppe for an exhibition in Pitti Filatti in 2017. 
Po received incredible feedback from the industry with his MA collection 
in 2018, his work has received press coverage from both online and print 
publications including Vogue, HERO Magazine, 1 Granary and more.



PRESS
1st Row:  
HERO Magazine, Re-Edition 
Magazine, i-D, HUNGER 
 
2nd Row: 
Procrastinate Magazine, 
1 Granary, Rain Magazine, Clash 
Website,  FORM Magazine 
 
3rd Row: 
No Substances Magazine, 
Drappers, Evening Standard, 
HUNGER Website, HK01



DESIGNER PROFILE 

Derek Cheng is a Central Saint Martins graduate whose BA graduation 
collection was included as part of the institution’s 2016 Press Show. The 
collection titled “Objects of Hong Kong” pays tribute to Cheng’s homecity, 
celebrating local cultures and exploring relationships between garments 
and social changes. The collection was featured on Vogue, HIGHSNOBI-
ETY, WGSN/INSIDER and more, Cheng was also selected as one of the 
CFDA+ graduates in the same year. During his studies, he had gained 
work experience with 1 Granary, Aitor Throup, Nicomede Talavera and 
Ximon Lee. 



PRESS
1st Row:  
VOGUE, HIGHSNOBIETY, 
because  
 
2nd Row: 
CFDA, WGSN/INSIDER, CSM 
News 
 
3rd Row: 
Drapers, ARTS THREAD, 
1Granary
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AUTUMN WINTER 2020 
UNSETTLED SHELL 

Titled Unsettled Shell, PONDER.ER debuts its first seasonal collection during Paris Fashion 
Week Men’s as a continual exploration of how garments as our second skin reflects fragments 
of the life growing up as a modern man. Blending traditional menswear details with textures 
inspired by an array of abandoned objects such as a discarded mattress and mounted tar-
paulins on the streets of the creative duo’s home city – Hong Kong, PONDER.ER strengthens 
its focus in disrupting familiar forms through delicate textile manipulations.

A delicate lace knit polo shirt is paired with intricately smocked semi-transparent nylon    
trousers printed with hand drawn objects of Hong Kong; White poplin shirts and trench 
coats are crumpled and liquefied whilst a pair of men’s boxers shorts and denim jacket are                   
constructed in see through mohair cable knit. Conventional Menswear pieces have been re-
imagined and contemporised into garments with new identities, inviting the viewers to re-
think the definition of masculinity and the role of gender in fashion. 

Throughout the collection, these objects of masculinity are being fragmented, liquefied and 
recreated to look fragile and unsettling. This design process stays true to the brand’s core 
value of embracing the beauty of male vulnerability, while expressing frustrations towards 
social norms and gender stereotypes.
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CONFIRMED STOCKISTS (AW20) 
 

BIFFI BOUTIQUES, BERGAMO 
 

BIFFI BOUTIQUES, MILAN 
 

LABELHOOD, SHANGHAI 
 

WUT, TOKYO 
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SPRING SUMMER 2020 CAPSULE 
LIQUID MASCULINITY 

PONDER.ER unveils its first capsule collection, “Liquid Masculinity”, via social media as a 
teaser to their upcoming debut in January 2020. Ideas from the two designers’ graduation 
work are extracted, examined and distilled into one cohesive collection.

Once familiar forms of masculinity have evolved into new contemporary looks - a white 
smocked poplin shirt is paired with lime green knit trousers with subtle transparent panels; 
whilst a 1970s inspired Men’s trenchcoat has been reconstructed with a multi-layer reversi-
ble form. The Men’s suit has also been reinvented with cut-outs and half-detachable sleeves, 
directing “the gaze” onto the male body. PONDER.ER encourages its viewers to rethink and 
reconsider the definition of masculinity and how modern men dress.

Textile experimentation plays an important role in the development process of the collection. 
Ordinary shapes are reimagined and transformed by applying intricate fabrications.                    
Delicate silk organza jacket and trouser pairing have been constructed with denim-like top-
stitch details before undergoing a garment hand-dying process with natural Yamato Indigo 
dye. Smocking, digital printing and fabric-bonding are featured throughout the collection to 
achieve cutting-edge effects that truly disrupt the shapes of the pieces. Knitwear is also a 
crucial part of the collection; bold colours and expressive yarns are used in skin-tight tops, 
sharp graphic looking bodysuits inspired by Men’s 1930s swimsuits and straight-leg textural 
trousers. 
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COLLABORATION / HK BALLET 
 







SICKY MAGAZINE 
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VOGUE HONG KONG THE NEXT LIST 2020 
 





FASHION FARM FOUNDATION 
 











Harper’s Bazaar China September 2020 Issue 
 









@PONDER.ER   PONDER-ER.COM   INFO@PONDER-ER.COM 


